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Dr. W. B. Riley's 
Visit To Dallas 


Great Fundamentalist Leader of Northland Gave Bold Testimony in 


Dallas With Many Blessings. Visit Angers Dr. J. Frank Norris 
Who Falsely Accuses Dr. Riley 


Nine days, from February 16th 
to February 24th, Dr. W. B. Riley 
of Minneapolis was the guest of 
Munger Place Baptist Church in 
Dallas in a Premillennial Bible 
Conference. Dr. Riley is the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the World's 
Christian Fundamental Association, 
of which he was co-founder, is the 
president and founder of the North- 
western Bible School and Semi- 
nary at Minneapolis with about 
750 students this year. He is the 
author of some sixty-five volumes, 
has been pastor for forty years of 
the great First Baptist Church at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, the larg- 


est Baptist Church in the north- | 


land. 

Dr. Riley’s coming to Dallas was 
a particular blessing. The- first 
few days the services were made 
difficult by snow and rain, but 
soon the crowds increased to fill 
and pack the auditorium of the 
Munger Place Baptist Church. 
Even in the morning, fine crowds 
attended. There was a freshness, 
a tenderness, and yet a boldness 
in his ministry that made it im- 
pressive and powerful. Although 
I had heard Dr. Riley before and 
greatly loved him, I found myself 


«blessed more than ever before by 


. *- 


q.. 


his fervent messages. 


It is regrettable that Dr. Riley’s 
visit to Dallas should cause an 
attack upon him, intended to harm 
his ministry and leadership among 
Fundamentalists everywhere, but 
that is the case. Wednesday we 
received air-mail, special delivery 
from Detroit, The Fundamentalist. 
In it,.Dr. J. Frank Norris attacks 
Dr. W. B. Riley. Here are some 
statements, untrue statements, by 
Dr. Norris, about Dr. Riley, quoted 
from that paper. Dr. Norris said: 


.O 


“Dallas pastors sent full in- 
formation of latest conspiracy 
and similar to other conspir- 
acies that have been held for 
last twenty-five years. The 
machine, as usual, was com- 
pelled to make a counter at- 
tack because of my exposure 
of Dawsonism, Fosdickism, 
Darwinism, and Agnosticism 
in the pulpit of First Baptist 
Church at Waco, and which 
has been endorsed by Texas 
machine and Dr. Truett. 

“They sent North and got 
a dear old preacher in his 
second childhood to be used 
as their tool and this dear old 
preacher has now repudiated 
his former position and bowed 
down to the Texas Baptist ma- 
chine.. And therefore he en- 
dorsed Dawsonism and Federal 
Church Council. We. should 
pray for him. Dr. Ear! Pierce, 
President of the Northern Con- 
vention, married into a rich 
family that has given that 
dear preacher a lot of money 
in the past and because of 
Pierce’s connection, therefore, 
forced compromise. 


“I have the whole proceed- 
ings of caucus at Dallas and 
hew Dr. Truett had the county 
missionary who has been on 
the payroll of the machine for 
twenty-five years call pastors 
of Dallas County together to 
hear the surrender and apol- 
ogy. 
“One of the pastors present 
sent me by special air mail a 
copy of the pitiful surrender 
and I will publish it in full in 
next week’s Fundamentalist. 
Truett was led over America 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Di-T. L. Holcomb Writes Regretting 
False Teaching In S. S. Literature 


Corresponding Secretary of South. | 
ern Baptist S. S. Board Writes 
Most Kindly 


On January 17th, after seeing 
the Intermediate Quarterly pub- 
lished by the Southern Baptist Sun- 
day School Board for January, 
February and March, 1938, I wrote 
Dr. T. L. Holcomb, Corresponding 
Secretary of the Sunday School 
Board, calling attention to the bad 


‘teaching’ concerning the inspiration 


of the book of Mark which I found 
there. I told Dr. Holcomb that I 


‘was greatly concerned about this 


false teaching, that I felt it did 
not ‘represent his position. I said 
that I was trying to be constructive 
and brotherly but that I could not 
ignore such teaching, and believed 
that he would feel the same way 
about it. A very fraternal and 
kindly letter came a little later 
from Dr. Holcomb as folows: 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 
of the 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CON- 
VENTION 
T. L. Holcomb, Executive Secretary 
161 Eighth Ave., North 
Nashville, Tennessee 


“January 24th, 1938 
“Rev. John R. Rice 
Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle 
Dallas, Texas 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“T want to thank you for your 
letter and for the fine spirit 
which you manifest. We had 
already detected the mistakes 
in the Intermediate Quarterly 
and I assure ~ that we 
greatly regret the fact that 
they got by. — | 

“You will be glad to know 
that Dr. Clifton J. Allen has 
recently come with the Sunday 
School Board and will be re- 
sponsible for a careful read- 
ing of all this materia] from 
now on. He will give more 
careful attention than perhaps 
ever in the history of the 
Board, to the doctrinal side of 
our periodicals. We are en- 
deavoring to give forth the 
Word without any uncertain 
sound. We also want the 
evangelistic emphasis to be 
manifest everywhere. We will 
make mistakes, I am sure, 
but I hope they will be fewer 

(CONTINUHD ON PAGE 2) 
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‘ Have Faith In God 


Chorus 


He cannot fail, 


Have faith in God when your pathway is lonely, 
He sees and knows al] the gvay you have trod; 
Never alone are the least of His children; 
Have faith in God, have faith in God. 


Have faith in God when your prayers are unanswered, 
Your earnest plea He will never forget; 

Wait on the Lord, trust His Word and be patient; 
Have faith in God, He'll answer yet. 


Have faith in God in your pain and your sorrow, 
His heart is touched with your grief and despair; 

Cast all your cares and your burdens upon Him, 
And leave them there, 


Have faith in God though all else fail about you; 
Have faith in God, He provides for His own; 

He cannot fail though all kingdoms shall perish, 
He rules, He reigns upon His throne. 


Have faith in God, He’s on His throne; 

Have faith in God; He watcheth o’er His own; 
He must prevail; 

Have faith in God, have faith in God. 


oh, leave them there. 


— B. B. McKinney. 
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lt We Neglect” 


By Jas. H. 
. 


‘How shall we escape if we ne- 
glect so great salvation?” (Heb. 
2:3). 

One winter day a carcass was 
floating down the Niagara River 
upon a cake of ice. An eagle soar- 
ing above the river spied it and 
dropped down upon it. He sat there 
leisurely devouring his easy prey. 
The swift current began bearing 
him rapidly downward to the fall. 
But was he not safe? Could he not 
leap in a moment into mid-air 
from his dangerous post? Could 
he not stretch his great pinions 
and float off into safety at the very 
brink of the awful cataract? Had 
he not done that a thousand times 
before in his bird experience? So 
he floated on. But by and by came 
the thundering roar of the great 
cataract. The cloud of white mist 
that marked the fatal brink of the 
fall was towering almost above 
him. It was time to leave. So he 
stretched out his great wings for 
flight. But he could not rise. Un- 
noticed by him his talons, sunken 
in the ice, and the flesh of his prey, 
had frozen hard and fast in the 
bitter winter day, and his fate was 
sealed. He flapped his great wings. 
He struggled with all the power of 
muscle and sinew. But all in vain. 
In a few moments he was swept 
over into the abyss to his death. 
He had delayed too long. 


Suppose you are on top of a 
burning building. The flames have 
cut off every avenue of descent. 
A ladder is hastily run up by the 
firemen. It is your last and only 
hope of rescue from an awful 
death. How will you escape — if 
you neglect it? Suppose you have 
fallen overboard from a ship in a 
raging tempest. A rope is snatched 
and quickly thrown by a near-by 
friend. It falls within easy reach 
of your despairing clutch. It is 
your only hope of salvation. How 
will you escape — if you neglect? 
Suppose you rise at midnight sore 
athirst. You seize a nearby gob- 
let and drink. But confused from 
sleep you make a mistake and 


swallow a deadly poison. A friend- 


McConkey 


ly hand swiftly puts to your lip 
a sure antidote. It is your only 
hope. It must be taken quickly, 
for every second means life or 
death. How will you escape if 
you neglect ? 

So is it with the salvation of 
your immortal soul. It is in instant 
and unceasing jeopardy of eternal 
death. God offers His Son Jesus 
Christ as your escape.. It is a great 
salvation wrought out from the 
great heart of God Himself with 
tears, love, and agony unspeak- 
able. It is your ladder in the burn- 
ing building; it is the rope in an 
awful storm; it is the antidote to 
the deadly poison of sin. How will 
you escape — if you neglect? Let 
us note some of the perils of this 
neglect. First — 


You Are Trampling Upon Golden 
Opportunities 


A Scotch botanist sallied forth 
to the hills one: bright day to study 
his favorite flowers. Presently he 
plucked a heather bell and put it 
upon the glass of his microscope. 
He stretched himself at length up- 
on the ground and began to scruti- 
nize it through the microscope. 
Moment after moment passed and 
still he lay there gazing, entranced 
by the beauty of the little flower. 
Suddenly a shadow fell upon the 
ground where he lay. Looking up 
he saw a tall, weather-beaten shep- 
herd gazing down with a smile of 
half-concealed amusement at a 
man spending his time looking 


through a glass at so common a|. 


thing as a heather bell. Without a 
word the botanist reached up and 
handed the shepherd the micro- 
scope. He placed it to his eye and 
began to gaze. For him, too, mo- 
ment after moment sped by while 
he gazed in enraptured silence. 
When he handed back the glass the 
botanist noticed that the tears 
were streaming down his bronzed 
cheeks and falling on the ground 
at his feet. “What’s the matter,” 
said the botanist. “Isn’t it beau- 
tiful?” “Beautiful?” said the shep- 
herd, “It is beautiful beyond all 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Fruits of Sam Mornis’ 
Temperance Broadcast 


Thousands of our friends, we 
hope, have heard our dear Brother 
Sam Morris broadcasting “The 
Voice of Temperance” at 8:30 P. 
M. and at 5:00 A. M., Central 
Standard time, on Radio XEPN at 
Eagle Pass, Texas, 730 kilocycles. 
He gets hudreds of letters telling 
of blessings received from his 
broadcasts. A recent letter tells 


us that his mail comes from an 


average of about twenty-six states 
a day. We praise God for this 
great work, for souls saved, drunk- 
ards made sober, ,jhomes reunited 
and young people warned of the 
snares of drink. Doubtless many, 
many pastors are encouraged t~ 
speak out boldly about the cm.. 
of liquor selling by his broadcast. 
The ‘following typical letter writ- 
ten to Brother Morris shows the 
good the broadcast is doing. 


“Murfreesboro, Arkansas 
December 7, 1937 


“Dear Mr. Morris and Family: 

“We listen te your broad- 
casts regularly. There is no 
other on the air worth as much 
as yours or so badly needed. 

“We are just a young couple 
with one child. She is only 6 
years old but enjoys your 
broadcasts. The first morning 
you came back on the air to 
start your winter broadcasts 
we were sleeping across the 
hall from the living room and 
her granddad turned in your 
voice and she heard you. Yell- 
ing to me she said, “Get up, 
mother, quick, I hear Sam 
Morris.” It tickled us all be- 
cause it had been so long 
since she heard your voice but 
she recognized it immediately. 
We had to jump up, too, and 
get to the radio. 

“I wrote you last winter 
about your broadcasts having 
effect on my dad, but that 
was before our church building 
started, so I'll tell you some 
more about it. It might be of 
interest to you for I believe 
you must have the credit for 
this. 

“My dad didn’t drink any 
until.we children were all 
grown and married. About five 
or six years ago some of the 
dirty liquor guzzlers kept of- 
fering him drinks, they were 
old acquaintances and he 
would eften take a drink with 
them, not buying but little for - 


PWrr 


himself. I visited home andon ~~] 


one occasion he came in drunk. 
It was the only time I ever 
saw my daddy drunk. It was 
a grief for mother and us chil- 
dren to think that he had nev- 
er been a drinker before and 
raised us children up right and 
then in his old days would start 
out on the wrong road. 

“But my husband and I 
moved in the house with them 
last year bringing the radio 
so he listened to your talks 
all last winter. Believe me, 
Mr. Morris, your lectures 

stopped his part of it which 
if it hadn’t been for you: he 
might have continued that 
awful habit. He hasn’t drunk 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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PAGE TWO 


FACTS ABOUT 
BOOZE 


(From The National Voice) 


Crime Gains 7% During 4th 
Repeal Year 


Crime increased 7 per cent dur- 
ing the first nine months of 1937, 
J. Edgar Hoover, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
told a Congressional group in 
Washington. The increase was 
found in such classes of crime as 
murder, negligent manslaughter, 
criminal assault, aggravated as- 
sault, robbery, burglary, larceny 
and automobile theft. 

Hoover’s announcement closely 
followed a national press: release 
by Distilled Spirits Institute that 
crime had decreased since repeal. 


50% Gain In Divorces Since 
Repeal 


Excessive use of intoxicants 
since repeal is given as the prin- 
cipal reason for an increase of 
nearly 50% in divorces in Los 
Angeles County in recent years. 
In 1937, 10,498 interlocutory di- 
vorce decrees were issued as com- 
pared to only 7,166, the last bone 
dry year. 


Beer Causes 55% of Drunkenness, 
Professor Says 


Beer causes 55% of all drunken- 
ness, according to Dr. H. E. Ham- 
lin, physiology professor at Ohio 
State University. “Beer is not in- 
toxicating they say, so we just sit 
and sit, drinking glass after glass 
and all the time the Old King AI- 
cho] is accumulating in our body 
and brain,” Dr. Hamlin declared. 


Murder of Deputy Closes Eight 

. Saloons 
Eignt saloons in Pope County, 
Ill, are closed today as a result 
of the murder of Deputy Sheriff W. 
T. Rogers, 58, fatally wounded 
when he attempted to clear a tav- 
ern at closing time. The county 
board of supervisors ordered the 
— closed following the slay- 
ng. 


The Press — Editorial Sidelights 
On Repeal 


It was ridiculous ever to contend 
that repeal would do away with 
liquor law infractions; that it 
would completely abolish the boot- 
legger and the illicit dealer, or that 
it would bring about a decrease in 
crime. — Grand Rapids ( Mich.) 
Press. 


Today only five years after re- 
peal, we are face to face with the 
threat of a new prohibition fight. 
The enthusiasm which welcomed 
repeal has long since dwindled or 
been killed entirely by abuses which 
have since crept in. — Coors 
Courier, A beer publication. 


for 


The number of commitments for 
violation of the federal liquor 
statutes has reached an all-time 
high, 5,390 prisoners in the 1937 
fiscal year. — Washington Dis- 
patch. 


The fact sticks out like a sore 
thumb, that since repeal drunk ar- 
rests in Los Angeles are 2.66 times 
greater than they were before re- 
peal. This single activity consumes 
35% of the total energy of the 
police. — Los Angeles Times. 


Dr. W. B. Riley’s 
Visit To Dallas 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


with a halter of the Federal 
Church Council around his 
neck and now dear Dr. Riley 
has given his approval and 
benediction. But remember 
that Earl Pierce of Minneap- 
olis, President Northern Con- 
vention, is spokesman and de- 
fender of Federal Church 
Council.” 


Elsewhere in The Fundamental- 
ist again Dr. Norris publishes that 
“Dr. Riley has done a great 
work ... It is pitiful to see him 
repudiate his work, words and 
stand of a lifetime.’ Im still an- 
other article Dr. Norris says, “It 
is well known what influences are 
back of Dr. Riley,” and again 
further he says, “Also it is well 
known that in Dr. Riley’s recent 
marriage, his obligations to this 
rich family were made still strong- 
er. Therefore, it is not to be won- 
dered that Dr. Riley’s voice the 
last two years has been silent on 
the Federal Church Council, the 
machine on ‘Social Action’ which 
rammed Communism down the 
throats of the Northern Baptist 
Convention.”’ 

The sum of Dr. Norris’ false 
charges against Dr. Riley is that 
he had been bought off with money 
to support the Federal Council of 
Churches and to endorse modern- 
ism. “He has repudiated his for- 
mer position,” “and therefore he 
endorsed Dawsonism and Federal 
Church Council,” “Dr. Earl Pierce, 
president of the Northern Conven- 
tion, married into a rich family 
that has given that dear preacher 
a lot of money in the past and be- 
cause of Pierce’s connection, there- 
fore, forced compromise.” 

The above charges, as I happen 
personally to know, are absolutely 
false. Doubtless, they will not be 
believed by most good people, com- 
ing from such a source. Certainly 
they will not be believed by those 
who know the facts in the case 
and by the multitudes who know 
Dr. Riley. 


What Were the Facts? 


Baptist denominational leaders, 
“the machine” Dr. Norris calls 
them, did not invite Dr. Riley to 
Texas. Several of us have been 
in_ correspondence with Dr. Riley 
off and on for a year or two about 
a proposed visit to Dallas. Rev. 
Earl Anderson, pastor of Munger 
Place Baptist Church got in touch 
with Dr. Riley and found it would 
be possible to secure him for 
services here. Munger Place Bap- 
tist Church cordially and enthusi- 
astically voted to invite Dr. Riley 
for a Bible Conference and he ac- 
cepted. I understand that Dr. 
Charles Alexander, a long friend 
and associate of Dr. Riley, also 
urged Dr. Riley to come, and that 
Dr. Waterman, chaplain at Baylor 
Hospital, who was formerly Dr. 
Riley’s assistant pastor in Min- 
neapolis, also wrote Dr. Riley. 
After Dr. Riley’s engagement was 
fully arranged, Brother Anderson 
saw the president of the Dallas 
Baptist Pastor’s Conference, and 
arrangements were made to invite 
Dr. Riley to speak to the Baptist 
Pastor’s Conference, which he did 
while he was here. Practically all 
the Baptist pastors in Dallas at- 
tended the services, hearing Dr. 
Riley, and thirty-four of them at- 


a a SS SS eS eS ee ee 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and of John R. Rice 


Entered as second-class matter, 

July 13, 1935, at the post office at 

, Texas, under the Act of 
March 3, 1897. 


JOHN R. RICE, Eprror, Pastor of 
Fundamentalist Baptist Church 


_ Published Weekly at 201 East 10th 


Street, Dallas, Texas 


Subscription price, 50 cents per yr. 
Advertising Rates on Request 


~anm@ox— 


ll tl 
ewe eae eae eee eee eT eh ermhLermhLcermhcrmhrc mr CC ld ’ 


RAINBOW CLEANING CO. 
CLEANING & PRESSING 


de le i i i i i i i i i i i i 


rww SS i 


= = 


= - - - - - - = = = = 9 


ee et i i i i ee eee 


‘*Dawsonism,” 
brought here by the “Baptist ma- 


ti i i i i ee ee eee eee 


—--- “See ech ehh 


“In the Service of Others” 


POOLE FUNERAL HOME 
Phone 6-0848 


ee i i i i ee te te te ee ee ei 


= 


ww 7 ill ll ail 
eee ae eee ee eTeeTemhcermhcermlmhcCrmlmhcCrmlmrcC mr rr - 


THE HOME OF QUALITY GROCERIES AND 
‘ FRIENDLY SERVICE 


309 S. Beckley 


sh aoe: St, a re ae 
i Pee, ae Ne 


Newby’s Grocery & Market 


— Free Delivery — 


PHONE 6-9202 


Ag 


paitlases sali 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 4, 1938 


tended a supper given by the 
church to Dr. Riley. I attended, as 
did other independent Baptists, not 
in the Convention. He was most 
cordially received by all the breth- 
ren and properly so. But his com- 
ing was on the initiative and at 
the invitation of the Munger Place 
Baptist Church. Many of us wished 
that Dr. Riley could have been 
invited to the First Baptist Church 
and used the large auditorium 
there which would have seated the 
people, as the other auditorium did 
not well do. I hope that later that 
can be arranged. But the fact is 
that Dr. Riley came as the guest 
of the Munger Place Baptist 
Church, a church long known for 
its stand for the fundamentals of 
the faith and where Dr. Norris, in 
his better years, was once wel- 
come and a frequent visitor. 

Again, the charge that Dr. Riley 
has approved the Federal Counc'l 
of Churches by his visit here, or 
slackened his attack on the mod- 
ernism and wickedness of it, is 
wholly false. Dr. Riley publicly 
mentioned the Federal Council of 
Churches and his disagreement 
with it. He called Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones by name, in one of his ser- 
mons, and went into a detailed 
discussion of Dr. Jones’ false po- 
sition as a modernist, as president 
of the Federal Council of Churches, 
and as particularly having an en- 
tirely unscriptural idea of “the 
kingdom of God.” Dr. Riley did 
this, knowing that Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones was part of the Preaching 
Mission, who preached at the First 
Baptist Church in Dallas and was 
very popular here. Dr. Riley also 
took a good deal of time to dis- 
cuss the famous Japanese Kagawa, 
who spoke in the First Baptist 
Church here, and to show that 
Kagawa repudiated all the great 
essentials of the Christian religion. 
Dr. Riley’s statement was so clear 
and so detailed that it could not 
be misunderstood. He also plainly 
denounced Fosdick, by name, and 
gave detailed reports of the failure 
of his work in New York. All this 
I heard personally. 

Dr. Norris says of Dr. Riley that 
“therefore he indorsed Dawsonism 
and Federal! Church Council.” 
Dawsonism in Texas, refers to the 
teaching of Dr. J. M. Dawson of 
Waco, that the Bible is not ver- 
bally inspired. To intimate that 
those in doctrinal agreement with 
Dr. Dawson had anything to do 
with Dr. Riley’s coming to Dallas, 
is altogether false. In fact, in all 
but two of the morning services, 
Dr. Riley spoke on the inerrancy 
and authenticity of the Scriptures, 
and his position was that of verbal 
inspiration and infallible accuracy 
which Fundamentalists all around 
the world generally hold. His mes- 
sages were most strengthening 
and helpful and faith-inspiring. To 
say that Dr. Riley endorsed Daw- 
sonism, denying the verbal inspira- 
tion and reliablity of the Scrip- 
tures, is foolishly false and ab- 
solutely wicked. In the evening 
services Dr. Riley spoke, every 
time but two, on the second com- 
ing of Christ and related events. 
Once, however, in the evening, he 
gave an entire message to the 
fallacy of the doctrine of evolution. 
A- great crowd heard his message 
and it was received with profound 
approval. The other evening serv- 
ice, he gave to a discussion of 
Communism versus Christianity. In 
all these services Dr. Riley’s mes- 
sages rang true. He is the same 
Dr. Riley, holding the same doc- 
trines, standing with the same 
boldness, speaking with the same 
fervency, that has characterized 
him through the years. To say 
that he compromised on doctrine, 
that he endorsed the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, that he endorsed 
that he was 


chine,” to defend them from Dr. 
Norris’ attacks, is. absolutely and 
wholly false... I write the above 
prayerfully and kindly, and in de- 
fense of a good man, slandered and 
wickedly wronged. Incidentally, I 
was ignorant of any attack the 
poor man had made recently on 
“The Machine,” and “The Machine” 
seems to have known nothing 
about it. Certainly they did not 
“conspire” to have Dr. Riley here, 
as charged by the accuser of his 
brethren. 


Why Did Dr. Norris Attack? 


For a good many months Dr. 
Riley has refused to have anything 
to do with Dr. Norris. He refused 
to speak for Dr. Norris in Detroit 
or in Ft. Worth, though repeatedly, 
by letter, telegram and long dis- 


tance call, Dr. Norris tried to get 
him. Dr. Norris offered large sums 
of money, with all expenses paid, 
to have Dr. Riley speak, even one 
time. He wanted Dr. Riley’s in- 
fluence. Dr. Riley told me that the 
week before he came to Dallas, he 
received a six page letter from Dr. 
Norris, urging him to join hands 
again in the work. While Dr. Riley 
was here, Dr. Norris wrote him 
and Dr. Riley read me the letter 
in his room in the Baker Hotel, in 
which letter Dr. Norris threatened 
Dr. Riley he would attack, unless 
he had a favorable answer in one 
week. In that letter which Dr. 
Riley read to me, Dr. Norris ac- 
cused Dr. Riley, accused Mrs. 
Riley, intimated slanderous things 
about their character, and vowed 
that he would attack in unexpected 
times and ways, and that the at- 
tack would continue if Dr. Riley 
did not return a favorable answer. 
In view of this letter, and the 
threats contained therein, and in 
view of other letters and other 
facts, Dr. Riley called together the 
Baptist pastors before he left and 
gave them a statement of his break 
with Dr. Norris which took place 
in May a year ago when he de- 
cided to have nothing further to 
do with him and wash his hands 
of him completely. The scandal- 
ous and false attacks on Dr. Riley 
came when Dr. Riley did not an- 
swer Dr. Norris, did not agree to 
continue helping him in Bible 
schools, preaching in his pulpit, 
etc. 


Dr. Riley Joins the Large Number 

Of Former Friends and Associates 

-Who Have Lost Confidence In 
Dr. Norris 


[- once was closely associated 
with Dr. Norris, in fact most in- 
timately, for about eight years. I 
preached often in his pulpit, literal- 
ly dozens of times. I wrote for 
his paper, taught in his Bible 
schools. I had my office in his 
church for several years. It was 
one of the saddest times of my 
life when I finally became con- 
vinced by overwhelming evidences 
that his character, motives and 
work were not such as would 
please God for me to be longer 
associated with him. When he be- 
came fully convinced that I would 
not go longer with him, he began 
a bitter, slanderous attack. The 
same things have happened to 
dozens of other men. Once the lead- 
ing Fundamentalists in America 
had fellowship with Dr. Norris, but 
that is no longer true. In the North 
and in the South it is the same; 
the best Fundamentalist churches 
will not have Dr. Norris speak, 
the Bible Institutes will not have 
him, the best fundamentally-sound 
Christian magazines and papers 
will not print anything from his 
pen nor announce his meetings, the 
best religious book stores do not 
sell his books. The greatest Fun- 
damentalist leaders in the land 
avoid him, will not speak on his 
program, though he offers them 
large pay, sometimes. I can name 
at least twenty who were once 
very active in the movement with 
him who have now utterly repudi- 
ated him. Through the years many 
of the best members have left his 
church, the best preachers who 
have filled his pulpit now refuse 


Dr. Holcomb Writes 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


“Please feel free to write 
as the months pass. 
me at any time calling atten- 
tion to errors, or making sug- 
gestions regarding the work. 
“With prayers and best 
wishes, 
“Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) “T. L. Holcomb.”’ 
January 3lst I wrote Dr. Hol- 
comb, thanking him for hig letter 
and asking permission to print his 
letter. He answered as follows: 


“February 14th, 1938 
Rev. John R. Rice 
Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle 
Dallas, Texas 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“If you can use my letter 
addressed to you under date 
of January 24th to help ad- 
vance the cause of Christ, I 
certainly have no objection to 
your doing so. 

“You will be glad to know 
that we are receiving a great 
many encouraging letters re- 
garding new Sunday Schools. 
For instance, we had a letter 
from a church this morning 
saying they had established 
five mission Sunday Schools in 
neglected sections of a city. 
The Board has supplied the 
first quarter’s literature to 124 
new Sunday Schools since Jan- 
uary ist. 

“Please pray for us, that 
we may have the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit in carrying on 
the work committed to the 
Sunday School Board. 

“Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) “T. L. Holcomb’’ 


Meantime, after talking with 
several brethren, one of them at 
least an active and responsible of- 
ficial in Convention Baptist work, 
I felt a growing sense of the need: 
to call attention to the bad teach- 
ing on the question of inspiration * 
in the Sunday School quarterlies.’ 
So I published in “The Sword of 
the Lord’ for February 1ith, my 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


to go back, the churches where he 
held meetings have refused to re- 
invite him, and men who once tried 
to join in with him in the Funda- 
mentalist movement, have become 
disgusted with his eternal boast- 
ings, his slanderous attacks on all 
who do not agree with him, his ut- 
ter disregard for the truth, and his 
methods of handling money, not 
mentioning other matters. The 
testimony of his ex-assistants and 
ex-associates in the church is, I be- 
lieve, unanimous. None of these 
men wish to attack Dr. Norris, 
none of us wish to harm him. All 
of us, I am sure, pray for him. He 
is to be pitied. Any man of sixty 
years, who loses all the best friends 
of a lifetime in the Christian min- 
istry, sound Fundamentalists, 
strong, useful Christians, because 
of his conduct, needs the profound 
sympathy of all Christian people. 
But honest, right-minded Christian 
people will understand why 
Riley avows he has washes if 
hands of Dr. Norris and will fot 
believe the false and wicked charg- 
es against him by Dr. Norris. 
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Fruits of Morris’ 


, Broadcast 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


a drop in over a year. He tells 
other drinkers of your work 
and to tune in on your pro- 
grams. He had it put in the 
local paper and listens in now 
on every one of your talks. 
He has ordered your books, 
subscribed for the National 
Voice and this year renewed 
his obligations to the church. 


“With him taking the lead 
both financially and spiritually, 
we, @ small band of workers 
for Christ, have been able to 
build a church and almost 
have it completed. We expect 
to open it Sunday with an all- 
day affair, inviting ministers 
from different places. 

“We have been having Sun- 
day School in our home since 
we started this work, my fa- 
ther taking the lead. He gave 
the ground for the church 
building. He is the main work- 
er and all seem to look to 
him for the lead. I know with- 
out his interest and help this 
good work would never have 
been accomplished, but back 
of that had it not been for 
Sam Morris’ The Voice of 
Temperance, he would not have 
been the Christian father and 
church worker that he is to- 
day, so thanks a million times 
to you and your good work. 


“Mrs. Luther McDonald, 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas’’ 


———-Q—-—- 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“We want you to know how we 
appreciate this dear paper. It has 
been a blessing to us.”’ 


Mrs. S. J. S— 


‘SIF WE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


words. But I am thinking of how 
many thousands of them I have 
trodden under foot!’’ 

Have you ever thought how 
many opportunities to accept 
Christ you have trodden under foot 
in your lifetime? God’s oppor- 
tunity is now. “Now is the ac- 
cepted time.” He has no other. 
It only takes one short minute 
of time to make one of God's 
“nows” of opportunity. So you 
have sixty nows every hour of your 
life. That means a thousand for 
the waking hours of each day. That 
means hundreds of thousands for 
every year of your life, and many 
millions ere your span of earthly 
existence is ended. Opportunity, 
with her millions of nows, will be 
against you in that last great as- 
size! I fancy I hear her voice on 
the witness stand. “A thousand 
times a day I came to him. I was 
with him in the tender hours. and 
influences of youth. I came to him 
in the pleadings of his sainted 
mother. I drew near him in the 
hours of bereavement and sorrow. 
I spoke to him in the tender solici- 
tations of devoted friends. I 


pleadings of his dearest ones. I 
sounded the warning hundreds of 
times from the pulpit. I whispered 
to him in the night-watches as he 
lay in the silence of his own 
thoughts and the convictions of his 
own accusing conscience. Yet for 


all these years has he unceasingly 
trodden me under foot.” 
| Unsaved friend, there are souls 
in the awful place of the lost who 
would give a million worlds for 
just one more of the precious 
'nows you are treading under foot. 
And when you see these trampled 
nows in the light of eternity you, 
too, will weep with unspeakable 
agony in the realization that not 
one of them will ever return. 


You Are Hardening Your Heart 
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PAGE THREE 


NEGLECT’? 


< 


I remember a man in my child- 
hood who was the object of our 
boyish hero-worship. He was the 
finest shot in the community. A 
splendid specimen of physica! man- 
hocd he towered head and shoul- 
ders above his fellows, and was 
known and admired in the entire 
neighborhood. But he was not a 
Christian. One night he sat in a 
meeting where the power of the 
Spirit of God was consciously and 
graciously present. He was ap- 
proached by loving friends and im- 
portuned to make his decision for 
Christ. There was every evidence 
that he was deeply moved and con- 
victed by the message and the at- 
mosphere of the hour. But he 
steadfastly refused to make any 
decision and at last arose and left 
the meeting. Years afterward while 
walking the street he was stricken 
with dread apoplexy, staggered, 
fell to his knees and thence prone 
to the pavement in the agonies of 
sudden death, still an unsaved man. 
Back of the tragedy of it all was 
this sobering fact. Before his death 
he had told some one that never 


since the memorable night in the 


touched him in the prayers and| meeting when he had decided 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Dr. Holcomb Writes 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


article on “S. S. Quarterlies Wrong 
on Inspiration of Bible,” reviewing 
the teaching that had appeared in 
the current Southern Baptist In- 
termediate Quarterly. 

I alone ‘take the responsibility 
for that review. However, I have 
found an unusual response. One 
brother, an earnest ‘Christian man, 
a pastor, wrote me that he, felt 
the article would do more harm 
than good. Every other reference 
to the article which I have heard 
|or seen commended it. A number 
of people ordered extra copies of 


Lord,” so many, in fact, that we 
could not fill all the orders for 
extra copies. 


out with a fine editorial on “The 
Inspiration of the Synoptic Gos- 
pels” which we are publishing in 
this issue of “The Sword of the 
Lord” under the changed title, “‘In- 
spiration of the Gospels,” the 
change being at Dr. McConnell’s 
request and the article printed by 
his permission. Dr. McConnell, of 
course speaks for himself and for 
Texas Baptists and we do not mean 
to involve him in anything “The 
Sword of the Lord” says .on this 
question. We rejoice however, that 
most Texas Baptists stand straight 
out in believing in definite and 
positive and full inspiration of the 
Scriptures. 


Let Us Maintain Brotherly Love 
and Fellowship 


Fundamentalists have sometimes 
done harm by thoughtless or un- 
kind treatment of brethren with 
whom they differed. Many good 
men are not well informed on what 
the Bible claims about its own in- 
spiration. All sound Christians, I 
believe, if well informed and 
taught, would agree that the Bible 
is verbally inspired, that is, in- 
spired word for word in the origin- 
al manuscripts as it so frequently 
and positively claims. We hope to 
print frequent, articles on this ques- 
tion of verbal inspiration in “The 
Sword of the Lord.” Earnest, 
thoughtful, prayerful study and 
brotherly discussion will do great 
good. We intend to make no unfair 
nor unbrotherly charges. We in- 
tend to write as plainly as every 
preacher ought to speak on vital 
questions of doctrine, “Speaking 
the truth in love.” We want fel- | 
lowship with sound Christian peo- 
ple everywhere, whether in Con- 
ventions or out of Conventions. 
Fidelity to Christ and the Bible 
ought to be the touchstone of 
Christian fellowship and we long 
to make it so with us. The edi- 
tor is not affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention but 
for Southern Baptist preachers we 
have the highest regards and 
Christian love. A good number of 
them have spoken in our church 
and we hope to have many more 
with us for Bible Conferences, re- 
vivals, and pulpit supplies. We 
hope to print articles from their 
pens that will bless the thousands 
of readers of this paper. We ex- 
pect to hold revivals and speak in 


| paper. 


that issue of “The Sword of the | 


“We Just Praise T he 
Dear Lord That One 
Dime Can Help So 
Much 


We are so busy here in Dallas, 
getting out the copy for the pa- 
per, that we sometimes do not give 
you enough of the good news that 
comes our way. I wish you could 
see the editor’s mail. Your heart 
would rejoice. You that have had 
a part in spreading the gospel 
through the pages of The Sword of 
the Lord would rejoice with us. 
This morning there came a letter 
from Grand Saline, Texas, which 
said: 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I just must write this 
precious news. I saw a letter 
in your dear paper from one of 
our son-in-laws. We had been 
concerned very much about 
him and had had the paper 
sent to him. We just praised 
the dear Lord that one dime 
could help so much. Another 
married daughter at Tyler, 
Mrs. . writes: ‘Mother, 
the dear paper is so much 
comfort to me. I pass it on to 
another girl who works in the 
cafe. She lets her father who 
is a minister and is going to 
subscribe himself, have it.’ 
Praise God, He is still using 
the five loaves and two small 
fishes. Wish I had money to 
send your paper to a thousand 
or more. 

“We are praying for you.” 
One dime sent the paper for 

thirteen weeks to a son-in-law. 
Now their hearts are rejoicing that 
he has been blessed through the 
Truly “God is still using 
the five loaves and the two small 
fishes!”’ 

Are you investing any money 
for the Lord? Why not help send 
The Sword of the Lord to those 


| who need it and will be blessed 
| by these pages? 


Did you read how an inmate of 


The editor of the Baptist Stan- ithe state penitentiary has been so 
dard, Dr. F. M. McConnell, came | greatly blessed by The Sword of 


the Lord? Why don’t you help 
with this blessed work? And there 
are many other classes you could 
help reach. 

For instance, we have on the 
list. several foreign missionaries 
who have been getting The Sword 
of the Lord whose subscriptions 
are now expiring. It costs us 
seventy-eight cents a year for pos- 
tage to each reader outside of the 
United States. We pay straight 
one and a half cents per copy on 
all foreign subscriptions. You see 
it is impossible for us to send them 
at the regular rate of fifty cents 
a year. Why not someone send 
$1.00 each for these missionaries? 


Better yet, we have a list of many 


foreign missiOnaries who would 
like to get The Sword of the Lord 
if the money was available. We 
cannot’ send it just now on ac- 
count of our heavy expense in 
printing, etc. Will you help? 


Sinners Saved 

Many have been saved through 
The Sword of the Lord. February 
8th, a letter came from Arlberg, 
Arkansas, saying: “I sent in four 
subscriptiors for others about six 
months ago, and thank God, two 
of them have been converted.” 
Send the paper to unsaved friends. 
Do your part. 


Inspires Pastors 

You could send The Sword of the 
Lord with great profit to pastors 
all over the country. One pastor 
writes: “Its clear-cut Scriptural 
messages have strengthened my 
faith many times, and inspired me 
in my humble ministry as a pas- 
tor.” From Correll,. Minnesota, 
comes that testimony. How many 
thousands of other ministers would 


Southern Baptist churches wher- 
ever opportunity is offered, pro- 
viding the Lord so leads. At the 
same time we hope to be able to 
give a clear, unquestionable, ring- 
ing testimony to the great fun- 
damentals of the Christian faith. 
By God’s grace, we intend never to 
compromise the truth, even though 
we know that a positive stand will 
sometimes lose friends. Christ 
must be first. We ought to obey 
God rather than man. And then 
pleasing Christ, we hope to keep 
fellowship with all the brethren 
possible who are true to Christ 
and His Word. 


Rev. J. A. Lovell 
Daily Radio Broad- 
cast From Ft. Worth 

Greatly Loved Evangelist Returns 
To Texas, Moves Radio Broad- 


cast From Dublin to KTAT, 
Fort Worth 


We praise God that our good 
friend and brother, “Johnnie” 
Lovell has returned to Texas and 
is now broadcasting daily except 
Sundays on radio KTAT at 10:00 
A.M. All of our friends are invited 
to hear this man of God each week 
day at 10:00 A.M. Brother Lovell 
will add a real strength to the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ, 
and to Christian fellowship in this 
country, for which we praise God. 


be blessed by this paper, if some 
friend put them on the list. 


91 Year Old Man Quits Tobacco 


We have heard of several people 
who gave up the use of tobacco 
through the article on “Seven 
Reasons Why I Believe the Use 
of Tobacco Is a Sin.” From Shick- 
shinny, Pennsylvania came this 
testimony, “Your sermon on to- ~— 
bacco wag certainly ired of 
God, for an old man ninety-one ~ 
years old who had used tobacco 
all his life, quit smoking after he — 


read your sermon. 

“Perhaps you will never know 
the good you have given to God's 
children through this little paper, 
and also the people that have found 
| Christ.” 
| Many receive The Sword of the 
_Lord for whom others subscribed. 
One of these writes from Smith- 
ville Flats, New York, saying, 
“For several months past, we have — 
been the happy recipients of_ as 
weekly feast of good things be- + 
cause somehow in the goodness of | 
God our names found a place on © 
the mailing list of The Sword of — 
the Lord.” } 

Do you wonder, dear friends, 
that we give the best we have to 
keep this good paper going? Won't 
you pray for us with all your 
heart? Send us lists of ministers. 
and others who ought to receive 
the paper, and subscribe for them 
if you can. Subscribe for Sunday 
School teachers, parents, unsaved 
people and backsliders. 

And you whose subscriptions 
have expired, please renew at once. 
Let us not have the burden of car- 
rying your names at our expense. 
Look at your label today and re- 
new your subscription. Sead sub- 
scriptions for others in Jesus’ name. 
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The lives of countless men and women, and boys and girls have 
been changed by reading these books. They are true to the Word 
of God, thoroughly fundamental, written by men and women of 
God, suitable for all ages and every life, and will meet the need 
of every member of the family. 


158 ANTIDOTE TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE, THE. James M. 
Gray. A courteous, Scriptural handling of this subject. 

98 BACK TO BETHEL. F. B. Meyer. To those who confess to 
being farther from the Lord now than they once were. 

51 CHRIST-LIFE FOR THE SELF-LIFE, THE; formerly, “A 
Castaway.” F. B. Meyer. Memorable addresses to Chris- 
tians who would be used of God, 

144 CHRIST WE KNOW, THE. A. C. Gaebelein. An answer to 
“The Man Nobody Knows.” 

145 FIVE “MUSTS” OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. F. B. Meyer. 
Seven of the author’s most recent addresses. 

152 GOD’S WAY OF HOLINESS. Horatius Bonar. 

classic for every disciple of Christ. 

66 MOODY’S ANECDOTES. Choice gospel illustrations that all 
enjoy reading. 

167 MIRACLES IN A DOCTOR’S LIFE. Walter Lewis Wilson, 
M.D. Human interest stories which emphasize the leading 
of the Holy Spirit in winning souls. 

162 ROMANCE OF A DOCTOR’S VISITS, THE, Walter L. Wil- 
son. A number of striking experiences in soul-winning to 
help tke personal worker. 

120 SATAN AND THE SAINT. James M, Gray. Deals with the 
personality of Satan, the evil of Christian Science, Spiritism, 
“Millennial Dawn,” characteristics of the age-end, and the 
second coming of Christ. 

9 TO THE WORK! D. L. Moody. Sure to revive Christians to 
zealous activity. 

30 GOOD NEWS. Robert Boyd. A simple presentation of the 
Gospel. It helped Moody. 

19 GOOD TIDINGS. Talmage, Spurgeon, Jos. Parker, and Mc- 
Neill on the Birth of Jesus. 

168 LIVING CHRIST, THE. Will H. Houghton. 
mons on the general theme of salvation. 

20 SOVEREIGN GRACE. D. L. Moody. Grace, works, and law 
made clear. How to become and be a child of God. 

143 SUNDAY NIGHT TALKS. J. C. Massee. Soul-stirring gos- 

pel messages. 

WAY OF LIFE, THE. Best efforts of Spurgeon, Chapman, 

MeNeill, Talmage and Moody in showing the meaning and 

way of salvation, 

13 “AND PETER.” J. Wilbur Chapman. Eight characteristic 
messages of a beloved evangelist, some being addressed to 
the unsaved, others to believers. 

129 CHRISTIAN, THE: His Creed and Conduct. William Evans. 
What every Christian needs to know in daily life. 

149 CHRISTIAN LIFE AND HOW TO LIVE IT, THE. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. Some of the author’s finest counsel found 
here. 

1385 DELIVERANCE FROM THE PENALTY AND POWER OF 
SIN. O. R. Palmer. Tactful words to defeated believers. 

96 KEPT FOR THE MASTER’S USE. Frances R. Havergal. 
The victorious life through entire consecration. 

63 MEET FOR THE MASTER'S USE. F. B. Meyer. Addresses 
on the victorious life. 

44 OVERCOMING LIFBR, THE. D. L. Moody. Nine fine dis- 
courses on the Christian life. 

73 SCHOOL OF OBEDIENCE, THE. Andrew Murray. Eight 
strong chapters on the necessity and blessedness of entire 

y * obedience to Christ. 

j 8 SECRET POWER.. D. L. Moody. Its source; 
on”; witnessing; power in action; hindrances. 

81 THOUGHTS FOR THE QUIET HOUR, edited by D. L. 
Moody. Scripture passages accompanied with comments by 
well-known devotional writers for daily meditation. 

148 WHEN THE SONG OF THE LORD BEGAN. W. H. Bieder- 
wolf. Searching messages for impotent Christians. 

57 CHRISTIE’S OLD ORGAN. Mrs. O. F. Walton. A famous 
and effective gospel tale, of which Mr. Moody was very 
fond, appealing strongly to boys and young men, 

61 CREW OF THE DOLPHIN. Hesba Stretton. A Christian 
story of sea-going life, appealing especially to boys and 
young men. 

134 FORTY-EIGHT BERNARD STREET. Mrs. S. R. Graham 
Clark. How the grace of God in the heart of a crippled 
child. worked to turn many to righteousness. 

50 JESSICA’S FIRST PRAYER and Jessica’s Mother. Hesba 
Stretton. A gospel ery that has become a classic. Of 
interest to girls. 

87 MISSIONARY PENNY, A. L. C. W. For young people, 
showing God’s grace in bringing all things to pass for 
good. 

136 MRS. MARY’S GO-TELL. Mrs. S. R. Graham Clark. What 
a class of young Christians did to promote a revival. 


28 “PROBABLE SONS.” Amy Lee Feuvre. Perhaps the most 
popular of this famous writer’s books. Written that mod- 
ern prodigals might return to the Father. 

78 ROBBER’S CAVE, THE. A. L. O. FE. A story for boys, the 
gospel message not lacking. 

42 WHITER THAN SNOW and LITTLE DOT. Mrs. O. F. Wal- 
ton. Two stories of transforming power that picture the 
influence of little children. 

- 11 BIBLE CHARACTERS. D. L. Moody. Instructive sketches 

ay of the lives of Enoch, Jacob, Lot, Daniel and John the Bap- 

tist. 

. 119 PRACTICAL AND PERPLEXING QUESTIONS AN- 
SWERED. R. A. Torrey. More than 150 answers to “diffi- 
culties’’ met with in the Bible and Christian experience. 

109 LIVINGSTONE, DAVID, Life of. Mrs. J. H. Worcester, Jr. 
An outstanding missionary life that everyone should read. 
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‘IF WE NEGLECT’? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


against Christ had he ever had 
the slightest inclination or con- 
viction. toward accepting Him as 
the Saviour of his soul. He had 
neglected too long, and he bore to 
the hour of his death a heart which 
had grown utterly hardened to all 
the appeals of the Spirit of God. 

Continuous resistance to the gos- 
pel of Christ steadily hardens the 
heart against it. Whether the ap- 
peal is to the conscience, the emo- 
tions, or the judgment the result is 
the same. The voice of appeal be- 
comes like the voice of one that 
mocks. The heart-strings once re- 
sponsive to every tender touch are 
now like loosened bow-strings. The 
soul once soft and plastic as wax 
is now like case-hardened steel. 
The will, which moves promptly 
and decisively in the trivial affairs 
of life, is bound with fetters of 
iron to the rock of procrastination 
in this eternal matter. Delay be- 
comes a disease. Once it was only 


functional; now it is organic and 
malignant. There is only one 
remedy. It is to break the har- 


dened heart-crust by a definite ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ, whose 
blood alone can make atonement 
for the soul and bring peace to the 
heart, and whose resurrection life 
alone can fill your life with the 
precious fruitage of the Spirit, and 
with power to love, to suffer, and 
to serve. 


You Are Drifting Away From 
Christ 


I sat one day by the faraway 
shores of the Great Lakes listen- 
ing to a tragic story from the lips 
of a white-haired fisherman. Years 
before, he said, when the village 
was but a hamlet the mail was 
carried from the distant shore of | 


the bay to the fishing village by an| | 


Indian and his son-in-law. One| 


bitter day in mid-winter they set |friemd upon his shoulder, as a/| 


out from the south shore for the 
long trip across the great lake. 
All day they traveled on the ice, 


- oebetie to his faté on the great 
ice-floe. Remember, too, that the 
one thing which would have saved 
him will save you. That one thing 
is decision to no longer neglect 
this so great salvation. 


There Will Come a Time When It 
Will Be Too Late 


A lady who was one of the sur- 
vivors of the Titanic disaster drew 
a graphic picture of the end of 
that awful tragedy. As the great 
ship reared herself in the arr, 
about to take her last plunge into 
the deep, scores of dark figures 
could be seen falling from the decks 
into the icy waters. For a few 
terrible moments after she had 
taken her plunge a wail of de- 
spair rose from the lips of these 
drowning men and women, One by 
one the cries ceased until at last 
there was but one voice heard 
calling in the night over the watery 
waste. It was the voice of a man. 
In unspeakable agony of soul he 
was crying out, “My God; my 
God!”” Fainter and fainter grew 
this last wailing cry of a depart- 
ing soul, and then, too, that ceased, 
and all was still as death. Often 
have I tried to picture what must 
have gone through the mind of 
that last man struggling in the 
darkness against a certain doom. 
Perhaps the sweet sound of the 
village church bell floated to him 
in the darkness, and he realized 
the many moments he had let the 
gospel call pass by unheeded. Per- 
haps the tremulous voice of a 
mother’s prayer, as he bowed a 
thoughtless boy at her knees, now 
rose up from the depths of memory 
and he saw what God had meant 


him to be in all his wasted life. 


Perhaps in the blackness of that 
awful night he felt again the lov- 
‘ing touch of his boyhood’s dearest 


voice said, “My boy, why don’t you 
decide for Christ?’’ Perhaps some 
old Scripture text he had scoffed 


Skirting the frozen shore of the| at and spurned seemed blazoned 


bay. As night come on they pitched 
their tent and went ashore for fire- 
wood. Gathering what they needed 
they started back from the main- 
land toward camp. Just as they 
stepped upon the ice it broke loose 
from its moorings and began to 
drift out from the shore. The boy, 
quick-witted and alert, immedi- 
ately dropped his bundle of wood 
and leaped ashore across the 
crevice in the ice. The father-in- 
law hesitated for a moment and 
in that moment the gap widened 
too much to overleap. He paused 
in hesitation and uncertainty, for 
the waters were black. and for- 
bidding in their deadly chill. The 
boy shouted to the older man to 
leap in and swim to shore, as that 
was his only chance for life. But 
the man still delayed. Then the lad 
began to cry out in earnest en- 
treaty for the father-in-law to 
leap, as it was his only chance 
to be saved from a dreadful death. 
But the older man seemed para- 
lyzed with fear and indecision. He 
began to call out farewell messages 
for his wife and children across the 
watery waste now rapidly widen- 
ing as the wind kept drifting the 
great ice-floe out into the dark- 
ness. The last the boy saw of him 
he was standing with outstretched 
hands drifting to death in the bit- 


ter cold and darkness of the night.. 


He was never heard from again. 
He perished a victim of deadly in- 
decision. 

“Heaven lies above us 
infancy,” says the poet. And it 
surely does. It seems as though 
we could pluck down its near-by 
stars with our childish hands; toy 
with its silvery moon; play hide- 
and-seek in its fleecy clouds. But 
that is not.true today for you who 
have neglected. Now it has re- 
ceded like a faraway land till you 
no longer hear its music, dream its 
dreams, or see its angel faces: in 
your childish visions. In’_ those 
sweet days of childhood Chri 
seemed as Close to you as the othe 
side of the tiny pond in which and 
gathered the white and yellow 
lilies. Now He seems as distant 
as the unseen shore of a vast 
ocean so far and so steadily have 
you drifted from Him with the 
swift flight of passing years. Is 
your heart conscious of this awful 
sense of aloofness from Christ? 
Do you seem to yourself to have 
drifted out into a weary waste of 
distance, darkness, and death? 
Then remember the lonely figure 


in our 


across the starlit sky above him 
— “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation.” But 
now it was too late. The icy waters 
were claiming their awful toll. In 
a moment the end had come. 

Every man is drifting swiftly 
toward that inevitable moment 
when the curtain of life drops; 
when the drama ends; when the 
scene shifts from the follies of 
time to the tremendous realities 
of eternity. When that last crisis- 
moment comes it may be too late 
to get right with the God with 
whom you have trifled all these 
passing years. When the wild 
crash comes in the railroad col- 
lision, and you are pinned fast 
under the grinding, crushing 
wreckage — it is too late. When 
the great oye By staggering and 
reeling from the deadly wound in 
her side, and is settling down in 
the sea for her last awful plunge 
into the abyss of an ocean grave 
— it is too late. When the last 
agonizing pang is shooting like a 
knife through your heart, a 
catch your breath, throw up your 
hands, gasp, and fall it is too 
late. When the st fetters of 
paralysis bind youAMand and foot, 
and all your , beclouded brain 
can grasp is the low sobs of loved 
ones who gather about your bed 
in the agony of parting —— it is too 
late. 

Then some white-faced mother 
will bow in the silent chamber of 
death over your motionless form 
and moan, “O God, is my boy 
safe?’’ Or a broken-hearted wife 
will steal in, and stand alone by 
your side, and looking down into 
your face will cry out in agony, 
“O God, is it well with my hus- 
band?” Or a silver-haired father 
will sob out his agony of doubt as 
he cries aloud like one of old, “My 
son, my son; would God I had died 
for thee, O my son!” And your 
dearest friends who would give 
| their right hand if you had only 
decided, will walk by your bier 
with bowed head, and go forth to 
whisper to themselves in bitter 
suffering, ‘“‘There is no repentance 
beyond the grave.” The golden 
bowl is broken; the silver thread 
is loosed; the mourners go about 
the streets; and once more has 
been enacted the solemn tragedy 
of a human soul lost through all 
eternity because it would not 
break the fatal spell of indecision. 

“How shall we escape if we ne- 
glect? 


New Spring Suits 


$12.50 to $22.50 


PANTS 
$2.50 to $4.50 


TAILOR MADE 
READY MADE 


BELL 
Tailoring Co. 
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Predominate 


Spectator or player... 
to get the most enjoy- 
ment from your favorite 
sport you must get the 
best performance from 
your eyes. Good form calls 
for good vision. Only a 
thorough examination dis- 
closes the truth about your 
eyes. Let us advise you. 


TRU-FIT 
Optical Co. 


Precision - Quality - Service 
Dr. J. L. St. Clair, O. D. 
H. O. Scott, Credit Mgr 


1420 Commerce Dallas 
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